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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART EXTENDS 
MONET IN NORMANDY EXHIBITION UNTIL MAY 28 


CLEVELAND (May 1, 2007)--The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) today announced the extension 
of Monet in Normandy, the landmark exhibition of 50 masterworks by Impressionist master Claude 
Monet until Memorial Day, Monday, May 28. The Museum, located in University Circle, is normally 
closed to the public on Mondays but will open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on that day. 

The decision to extend the exhibition is based on attendance to the show. “We are thrilled 
with the public’s response to this exhibition,” said CMA Director and CEO Timothy Rub. “By 
extending the run of the show to May 28, we hope to provide to as many as possible the opportunity to 
see this once-in-a-lifetime exhibition.” CMA is the final of three venues for this exhibition. 

While average weekly attendance for popular exhibitions such as Barcelona! (Oct. 15, 2006 
— Jan. 7, 2007) and Masterworks from the Phillips Collection (Feb. 20 — May 29, 2005) was 6,079 and 
6,499 visitors, respectively, the average weekly attendance for Monet in Normandy, so far, is 8,192. 
Online sales volume for this exhibition also has eclipsed Barcelona!’s sales by more than 300%. 
Attendance for the exhibition, projected at 90,000, is now expected to reach 120,000 visitors. 
Membership also has exceeded expectations with more than 3,300 new or rejoining members added in 
the first eight weeks of the show. Since Monet in Normandy opened on Feb. 18, CMA has added an 
average of 1,000 new members every three to four weeks. Between the opening of the show and May 
28, it is anticipated that the total number of members will increase 30 percent. 

Although the exhibition has been extended until May 28, visitors are still strongly encouraged 
to purchase their timed tickets in advance. General admission is $15 for adults; $10 for children 6-18, 
senior citizens and students with a university ID, and free for CMA members. Tickets can be 


purchased online at www.ClevelandArt.org, or by calling 1-888-CMA-0033. Visitors also can buy 





tickets at the Museum’s box office. 
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The Museum is open Tuesdays — Sundays, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. and Wednesdays and Fridays, 10 
a.m.—9 p.m. For the Monet in Normandy exhibition only, the Museum also is open until 9 p.m. 
on Saturdays. Visitors to the exhibition are encouraged to arrive one-hour prior to their timed entry, 
allowing ample time to park and secure their timed tickets. Families waiting to enter the exhibition 
also may enjoy a free PBS documentary film, “Monet in Normandy,” as well as educational activities 
offered on various days. This is especially important given the range of activities presently occurring 
in University Circle. 

Organized by The Cleveland Museum of Art, the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco and 
the North Carolina Museum of Art, Monet in Normandy is the first scholarly exhibition to examine 
the artist’s lifelong attachment to this unique region of France. The rugged shoreline, shingled 
beaches, and imposing cliffs of Normandy’s coast, the countryside of shimmering wheat and poppy 
fields, and the picturesque villages of the region’s interior were constants in Monet’s life. His evolving 
depictions of this quintessentially French landscape over more than 60 years trace the development of 
a long and remarkable artistic career. Monet in Normandy features works on loan from American, 
European, and Asian museums and private collections. 

Although born in Paris, Claude Monet (1840-1926) moved with his family to Le Havre, a 
charming town on the coast of Normandy, when he was a small child, thus beginning the artist’ s 
enduring relationship with the region. The drama and beauty of the coast as enjoyed by vacationers 
from Paris provided the subject matter for several of Monet’s most significant works of the 1860s. In 
several deeply personal canvases of 1870, Monet recorded his honeymoon in the Norman seaside 
resort town Trouville, with his new wife, Camille Doncieux. Throughout the 1880s, while living in 
Poissy, a suburb outside of Paris, Monet made numerous painting campaigns to the Normandy coast 
where he painted the soaring cliffs and pebbly beaches from every conceivable angle. The spectacle of 
the cliffs and sea exposed to the elements became the subject that the artist returned to most frequently 
throughout this decade. Monet spent the last 30 years of his life in Giverny, a picturesque village on 
the eastern border of Normandy. The misty Seine, lush wheat and poppy fields, and the artist’s 
abundant gardens and water lily pond comprised the subject matter of his late paintings. Monet in 
Normandy presents works from the beginning of Monet’s career, through the end, allowing the viewer 
the opportunity to compare works and experience his transition from a young artist trained in the 


Realist tradition into the well-known, mature Impressionist. 
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The Monet in Normandy exhibition was organized by The Cleveland Museum of Art, the 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, and the North Carolina Museum of Art. This exhibition is 
supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. The Ohio Arts 
Council helped fund this exhibition with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational 
excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. Education and Public Programs for Monet in 
Normandy are supported in part with a grant from Giant Eagle. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The 
Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more 
information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or 


visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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